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Diversifying at Dirnaseer
wool helps to cover that.”
Lambing time was also a bit
easier with the SAMMs,
according to Mr Miller.
“The SAMM-cross lambs
seem to be born a little smaller,
but they end up growing to the
same size in the same time.”
Mr Miller said the SAMM/
Merino-cross ewes performed
well maternally.
“They’re every bit as good a
mother as a traditional firstcross ewe,” he said.
“They’re also a little more
placid to handle.”
The Millers then join the
SAMM/Merino ewes to Poll
Dorset rams to produce
second-cross lambs, and the
performance of the first-cross
lambs compared to the
second-cross lambs didn’t
disappoint.
“The SAMM lambs are
definitely on par with the
Dorsets – they grow just as
quick, although they are a bit
lankier and longer in the leg,”
Mr Miller said.
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BREEDING first-cross ewes
using Prime SAMM genetics
has worked well for the Miller
family at “Hillside”, Dirnaseer.
Peter Miller, with wife Denise
and son Michael, has been
joining SAMM rams to their
Merino ewes and retaining the
ewe progeny to run as firstcross ewes.
Mr Miller (pictured with
SAMM rams and Merino ewes)
said the better quality wool
from the SAMM/Merino ewes
was one of the reasons they
were going down this path,
instead of sticking to a
traditional Border Leicester sire
to breed first-cross ewes.
“The wool is definitely better
– it’s a lot finer than a
traditional first-cross ewe,” he
said.
“We’re looking at about 23- to
24-micron with the SAMMs –
definitely out of the 30-micron
range where we were with
Border Leicester-crosses.”
“Shearing is getting dearer
now and the better quality

SAMM sire success
By BRENDAN
MANSBRIDGE
FTER drought decimated their
sheep flock last decade and high
prices prevented them from
restocking, Riverina mixed farmers the
Miller family are now in the process of
rebuilding their flock.
The Millers – Peter and Denise and
their son Michael – operate “Hillside”
at Dirnaseer, south-east of Temora,
comprising of 600 hectares, as well as
leasing another 500ha, and work with a
cropping and sheep rotation.
“I think you’ve got to have have a bit of
both – stock and cropping, and put your
eggs in a few baskets,” Peter Miller said.
The Millers had run up to 1800 ewes
on the property, but during the
drought of the 2000s they sold off most
of their sheep.
“We got down to about 300 to 400
first-cross ewes,” he said.
Then, once the rains arrived, prices
for restocker ewes skyrocketed and also
prevented the family from rebuilding.
However, now that sheep prices have
returned to a lower level, the Millers
have bought in Merino ewes to breed
their own first-cross ewes.
But in a break from tradition, they
have favoured Prime SAMM rams as
the sires of their first-cross ewes.
Mr Miller said they had used the
SAMM genetics on and off for about
10 to 12 years.
“We first came across them while we
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EDWINSTOWE Su‘Sperimior Sires’
Breeding rams for:
• Early Maturity
• Muscling
• True Dorset Type
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POLL DORSET STUD
Offering 13 RAMS for sale at New England Dorset Fair
Wednesday 6th February, Guyra Showground, 2pm
Also offering 30 RAMS on AuctionsPlus
Tuesday 12th February. Agents: Elders, Glen Innes

Rams also available
for private sale
Robert & Irene Mansbridge, “Severn Valley”, Glen Innes 2370

Phone (02) 6734 7069

Mob. 0427 729 877
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were doing some lamb marking at Ron
MacPherson’s place down at Junee and
we liked the look of them,” he said.
Since then the Millers have sourced
their rams from the MacPherson’s
Rosemere SAMM stud.
The Millers currently run about 1200
ewes, including 900 Merino ewes and
300 first-cross ewes, consisting of both
SAMM and Border Leicester crosses.
The SAMM/Merino ewes are retained
by the family and are joined to Poll
Dorset rams, also from the MacPherson’s and their Myrtle Vale Poll Dorset
stud.
The “Hillside” flock lambs during
April and May, with a six-week joining
period employed.
Mr Miller said they had been pregnancy scanning their ewes to identify
any empty ewes, but this year they
would take it to the next level.
“Some guys around here have been
getting good results with scanning for
singles and twins, so we’ll try that for
the first time this year,” he said.
“We’ll draft off the twin bearing ewes
and feed them a little more.”
The Miller’s first-cross wether lambs
and all the second-cross lambs are
marketed through the Wagga Wagga
saleyards, and Mr Miller said he aimed
to get the lambs as big as he could, as
soon as he could.
“We try to target trade market – a carcase of about 22 kilograms, and around
50kg liveweight,” he said.
“We try to turn as many off as suckers

SALE Friday, 25th January, 2013

20 Top Quality Dehorned Hereford Bulls
Complete Drop
Deferred payment on bulls until July 2013
200 Top of The Drop Rams
150 White Suffolk & 50 Border Leicester Rams
• Brucellosis Accredited • MN2-OJD • 8 Points
Delivery to major centres in NSW

Bulls 12.30pm – Rams 1pm “ON PROPERTY”
Dugald & Bec, Bill & Irene McIndoe
(02) 6732 4138, (02) 6732 3860
(02) 6732 1266 Nathan Purvis: 0427 324 078
View details www.colinsay.com.au
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“Strathmore”, Grahams Valley, Glencoe Via Glen Innes
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as we can, especially the second-cross
Dorset lambs.”
Sucker lambs are sold from about four
to five months of age, with the later
lambs shorn during November and all
sold by about nine months of age.
Mr Miller said they had achieved up
to $222 a head for lambs when prices
were at their peak, which was “good
money for a lamb”.
The lambs are often supplementary
fed with grain in self feeders to assist
with finishing them, depending on seasonal conditions at the time.
“I think it pays to give them a bit of
grain – it helps to get rid of them a bit
earlier,” he said.
“Although last year the season was so
good that we didn’t have to.”
Barley is the grain of choice, and Mr
Miller said they stored all of the barley
they produced each year to sell as the
year went on, so they always had some
on hand.
A loose lick consisting of lime and
salt, and at certain times lime, salt and
Causmag (magnesium), is also available to the sheep.
“It’s not very expensive to put out,
and sometimes they don’t eat it but
other times they eat it like it’s going out
of fashion – it depends on what feed
they have,” Mr Miller said.
Pastures on “Hillside” are mainly
lucerne-based, with some chickory and
clovers, with paddocks generally under
pasture for about five years before
being put back into crop.

